
Initiation into the Catholic Church
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First Question: 

Are you

validly 

baptized?*

Were you ever 
baptized 

Catholic?

Do you need to 
receive Catholic 

Confirmation 
and/or first Holy 
Communion?

Are you 7 years 
old or older? Order of Baptism 

of Children

by priest or 

deacon

Catechumenate

(with age appropriate catechesis) 

leading to reception of

Baptism, Confirmation,


and first Holy Communion

ordinarily at Easter Vigil


by priest 

Are you 7 
years old or 

older?

Be received into the 
full communion of the 

Catholic Church 
(adapt Order of Baptism 

of Children, Ch. 7, 
“Order of Bringing a 
Baptized Child to the 

Church”)

by priest or deacon

Be received into the 
full communion of 

the Catholic Church

(with suitable 
catechesis)


with reception of 
Confirmation and first 

Holy Communion

by priest 

Are you 7-12 
years old?

Age 7-12 must receive Confirmation 
(and first Holy Communion)


from bishop

(or priest can request faculty to 
confirm, if special circumstances)

Age 13 or older receive Confirmation

(and first Holy Communion)


on a Sunday of Easter season by priest

(or priest may request faculty to confirm


on another occasion, if special circumstances)

OR may be confirmed by bishop

Yes

Yes

Yes

No No

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

In danger of death,

any priest can confirm,


even an infant
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