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Science 
discounts 

Faith

No Soul 
we are just 

atoms

Why is 
there 

Suffering

No 
Evidence 
of Jesus

The 4 Challenges

Observations

The PEW Survey from 2016 tells us that 40.2% of millennials and young adults have abandoned their 
faith and become “nones”. This will grow to 50% in 9 years if left unabated. There are four challenges 

to address this trend toward disbelief among young Catholics. We also know through the CARA 
research study that the median age of disaffiliation amongst Catholic Youth is 13 years of age.



https://catholicresearch.smp.org

https://catholicresearch.smp.org/




Credible Catholic Presentation

Module 4 - Proof of Jesus’ Resurrection & Divinity

Dr. Scott French 



Module 4

Proof of Jesus’ 
Resurrection & Divinity 

https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/
https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/


Module 4 Highlights

• Jesus’ Miracles – Part 1
• Jesus’ Miracles – Part 2
•Sources outside the New Testament
•The Shroud of Turin

The Age
The Blood
The Image



Question & Answer

Janell will be hosting Q & A at the end of today’s presentation! 
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout today’s 

presentation.

Whatever questions might be missed due to time, we will provide 
answers via email correspondence.
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From content by Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph. D.

Adapted by Claude R. LeBlanc, M.A.

and

DIVINITY

P RO O F  O F  J E S U S ’ R E S U R R E C T I O N



IS THERE A WAY TO 

VERIFY 

THAT WHAT THE 

GOSPELS SAY    

ABOUT JESUS 

REALLY HAPPENED?

YES! Let’s see          

the evidence…



for

EVIDENCE
JESUS’ DIVINITY FROM HIS  MIRACLES



THE 1st CLUE
BEHAVIOR OF HIS  ENEMIES

THEY DO NOT DENY THAT                                             

JESUS  PERFORMED MIRACLES



THE 2nd CLUE
SPECIFIC VERIFIABLE DETAILS

U N I Q U E  H E A L I N G S

A C C O U N T S  O F  E XO R C I S M  

R A I S E D  F R O M  T H E  D E A D  

15

7

3



Jesus performs miracles in His own name by His own authority

His miracles are done with the higher purpose of bringing the 
kingdom of God into the world

They involve an act of faith or free choice by those receiving 
them 

THE 3rd CLUE
JESUS’ MIRACLES ARE UNIQUE



H O W                                             
T H E  G O S P E L S                                

D ES C R I B E  M I R AC L ES  

H OW                                           
A N C I E N T  STO R I ES                 

D ES C R I B E  M I R AC L ES  

THE 4 th CLUE



from

EVIDENCE

SOURCES OUTSIDE THE NEW TESTAMENT



SOURCES

TA C I T U S

1st C.



TA C I T U S J O S E P H U S

1st C. 1st C.

SOURCES



TA C I T U S J O S E P H U S TA L M U D

1st C. 1st C. 2nd C.

SOURCES



NON-CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE

V I D EO

THAT JESUS  EXISTED





W H Y D I D  T H E S E  N O N - C H R I S T I A N                                  

H I S T O R I A N S  W R I T E  T H E  T H I N G S  T H E Y                                                            

D I D  A B O U T  J E S U S  W H E N  T H E Y  N E I T H E R                                                 

K N E W  H I M  N O R  B E L I E V E D  I N  H I M ?



THE PERSON 

REFERRED TO IN THE BIBLE AS 

JESUS OF NAZARETH 

WAS A REAL PERSON

BUT, IS THERE ANY                                 

EVIDENCE TO BELIEVE                                                     

IN JESUS’ RESURRECTION

AND DIVINITY?



from

EVIDENCE

THE SHROUD OF TURIN



LET’S

DISCUSS

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF THE 

SHROUD OF TURIN? 

IF SO, WHAT HAVE YOU HEARD?

*Example of discussion topic for students



THE SHROUD OF TURIN



2. SIDE WOUND

3. SMALL 
PUNCTURES 

ON HEAD

1. PIERCING MARKS 
ON THE HANDS AND 

FEET 

5. SWELLING OF 
THE FACE

6. BLOOD STREAMS
DOWN BOTH ARMS

4. MANY LINEAR 
GASHES 
THROUGHOUT THE 
BODY



JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION

CROWNED 
WITH THORNS

PIERCED 
BY SPEAR

NAILED
TO CROSS



THE SHROUD: HOW DID                                                  

THE IMAGE GET THERE?



THE SHROUD HAS UNDERGONE 

MANY SCIENTIFIC TESTS 

TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS

HOW OLD IS THE SHROUD?

HOW WAS THE IMAGE MADE?



Is there any EVIDENCE to suggest the Shroud was     in these places, or even existed, before 1349?

4. Turin, Italy (1578)

3. France (1349)

?
2. Turkey

?
1. Jerusalem

①

②

③
④



DATED THE SHROUD AT ABOUT 1350  AD,

A  1 9 8 8  C A R B O N - 1 4  T E S T

BUT, LATER ANALYSIS  SHOWED THAT    THE 

SAMPLE WAS FROM A CLOTH   USED TO 

PATCH IT  AFTER A 1532  FIRE 



V I D EO

DATING ERROR

THE SHROUD CARBON 14





ARE THERE WAYS TO DATE 

THE AGE OF THE SHROUD

OTHER THAN WITH A 

CARBON -14  TEST?

YES!  THE FACECLOTH OF OVIEDO            

IS  TRACEABLE BACK TO 616  AD

IT  SHARES 120  MATCHING 

BLOODSTAINS WITH THE SHROUD 



58 POLLEN GRAINS 

WERE TAKEN FROM THE SHROUD IN 1978

45 FROM THE SEA OF GALILEE REGION                                                     
FROM ABOUT 2,000 YEARS AGO

6 FROM ELSEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

3 FROM TURKEY

THE OTHER 4 ARE FROM FRANCE AND ITALY



SO, THE SHROUD IS  MOST L IKELY    

2,000 YEARS OLD!

BY 2013, 6  OTHER DATING TESTS   

REVEALED THE SHROUD’S  

PROBABLE ORIGIN IS  ABOUT 33  BC



IMPRINTS ON THE EYES                                        

OF THE MAN ON THE SHROUD

ARE OF COINS MINTED BY                                                    

PONTIUS PILATE IN 29 AD

SO, THE IMAGE COULD NOT                                     

HAVE BEEN MADE BEFORE 29 AD



CAN WE FIND OUT THINGS                         

ABOUT THE SHROUD                                            

OTHER THAN HOW OLD IT IS?

BLOOD STAINS ARE REAL BLOOD  
(TYPE AB, MALE DNA)

BLOOD IS UNDERNEATH THE IMAGE 
(DRIED BEFORE IMAGE MADE)



V I D EO

ON THE SHROUD

REAL BLOOD





originated in the

THE SHROUD

1 s t CENTURY AD IN  PALESTINE



HOW WAS THE IMAGE ON THE SHROUD PRODUCED?



NO PAINTS, 

DYES OR 

CHEMICALS 

WERE USED 

TO CREATE 

THE IMAGE 

ON THE 

SHROUD



V I D EO

THE IMAGE ON THE SHROUD

WAS NOT PAINTED

EVIDENCE





Module 5

Why be Catholic?
(Including Eucharistic Miracles)

https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/


Module 4 Highlights

• Jesus’ Miracles – Part 1
• Jesus’ Miracles – Part 2
•Sources outside the New Testament
•The Shroud of Turin

The Age
The Blood
The Image
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From content by Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph. D.
Adapted by Claude R. LeBlanc, M.A.

W H Y  B E

CATHOLIC?



What is a miracle?
C. S. Lewis said God either 

breaks the laws of nature or 
adds power to things already 

occurring in nature



MIRACLES?

APPROVE

H O W  D O E S  T H E  C H U R C H



HOW DOES THE CHURCH 

APPROVE MIRACLES?

1
IT MUST BE VERY LIKELY THAT 

SOMETHING MIRACULOUS HAPPENED
(NOT NATURAL CAUSES / DECEPTION)



2
THE PERSONS INVOLVED MUST BE 

HONEST, SINCERE, MORAL, 
MENTALLY SOUND, AND 

OBEDIENT TO CHURCH AUTHORITY

HOW DOES THE CHURCH 

APPROVE MIRACLES?



3
THE CONTENT OF ANY MESSAGE OR 

VISION MUST BE THEOLOGICALLY  AND 
MORALLY CORRECT

AND FREE OF OTHER ERRORS

HOW DOES THE CHURCH 

APPROVE MIRACLES?



4
THE MIRACLE MUST YIELD POSITIVE 

AND CONTINUING SPIRITUAL
RESULTS, SUCH AS PRAYER, 
CONVERSION, AND CHARITY 

HOW DOES THE CHURCH 

APPROVE MIRACLES?



THE INTERCESSION 

OF MARY

T H R E E



WHY DO CATHOLICS PRAY TO MARY?

To ask her to intercede to her son, Jesus,                                                    

just as they would ask others to do

CATHOLICS REFER 
TO ANY SPIRITUAL 
COMMUNICATION 

(including to    
angels and saints)

AS PRAYER 

PROTESTANTS
USUALLY REFER 

ONLY TO 
COMMUNICAITON 

WITH GOD AS 
PRAYER



AT THE WEDDING FEAST OF CANA, MARY MADE THE NEED                 
FOR WINE KNOWN AND JESUS PERFORMED HIS FIRST 

MIRACLE EVEN THOUGH HE SAID IT “WASN’T HIS TIME.”                                        
WHY WOULD HE DO ANYTHING DIFFERENT NOW?



There are many apparitions and miracles
associated with Mary throughout history



OUR LADY 
OF GUADALUPE



THE TILMA  REVEALED A DETAILED IMAGE 
OF MARY



A CHURCH WAS BUILT ON THE SITE

THE TILMA CAN STILL BE SEEN THERE TODAY



FIVE NEW MIRACLES 



The tilma itself has                               
not deteriorated

after almost 500 years
(Similar tilmas last                                

about 15 years)

The material 
of the tilma1



The image 
of the virgin2

The image of the Virgin      
does not appear to have  

been painted, and there are                                 
no sketches or brushstrokes 

underneath it 

It appears to have been                                              
produced all at once



Pigments
in the image3

The pigments of the image    
on the tilma are from                             

no known natural source,                                       
whether animal,                             

vegetable or mineral

There were no synthetic 
pigments in 1531



The original                    
Image on 
the tilma

4
The original image                                            

on the tilma has not                                
cracked, flaked or decayed 

(The added gold-leaf                                     
has flaked and                                      

deteriorated considerably)



The eyes
of the image5

1. The pupils appear to contain                           
a reflection of Bishop Zumarraga                     

and other witnesses
2. The images in the pupils have  
a triple-refection known as the 

Sanson-Purkinje Effect
3. The images in the pupils follow                     

the curvature of the cornea as                          
found in a normal human eye



It appears

reasonable      

to believe                            

that the                                

image on                          

this tilma has a 

supernatural 

origin! 

It has inspired 

conversions

and caused 

healings

throughout 

Mexico, the 

Americas

and the rest      

of the world.



LET’S

DISCUSS

COULD ANY OF THESE “MODERN MIRACLES” HAVE                                 

BEEN PLANNED BY A 16TH CENTURY FORGER?

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE EVIDENCE

FOR THE IMAGE AND MIRACLES

ASSOCIATED WITH OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE?



THE INTERCESSION

OF THE SAINTS

F O U R



Assessment Question

Name six pieces of evidence from today’s lesson 
that confirm the existence, the Resurrection and 

Divinity of Jesus?



Six pieces of evidence

1. The reported behavior of Jesus’ enemies

• They did not deny that Jesus performed miracles, they denied where His 
power came from

2. Verifiable details

• 15 Unique healings; 7 Accounts of Exorcism; 3 Raised from the dead

3. Verifiable details

• 15 Unique healings; 7 Accounts of Exorcism; 3 Raised from the dead



Six pieces of evidence - continued

4. How ancient stories describe miracles verses how the Gospels describe miracles.

• The Gospels are a factual account and  include unflattering details including 
the insults. 

5. External Sources – (1) Roman and (2) Jewish Historians

• Tacitus (1st century); Josephus (93 AD); The Babylonian Talmud (2nd Century) 

6. The Shroud of Turin –

• the wounds and blood stains are made of blood and a type of liquid known to 
accumulate inside the lungs during asphyxiation; male DNA AB Blood type and 
the same pattern found on the Facecloth of Oviedo; The image of the crucified 
man (Jesus) providing strong evidence for the Resurrected Christ, etc.



Question & Answer

Janell will be hosting Q & A at the end of today’s presentation! 
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout today’s 

presentation.

Whatever questions might be missed due to time, we will provide 
answers via email correspondence.



Jesus, The Resurrection, and 
The Shroud of Turin

How did the image get there?



THE IMAGE DID NOT COME FROM 

A SUDDEN BURN

BU T  F RO M  A N  

E X T R E M E LY  I N T E N S E  L I G H T

SUCH AS A BURST OF                                                           

BILLIONS OF WATTS OF ENERGY                                                                        

FOR 1/40,000,000,000TH OF A SECOND



THE IMAGE ON THE SHROUD  

IS  A  PERFECT PHOTO GRAPHIC NEGATIVE



V I D EO

I S  A  P H O T O G R A P H I C  N E G A T I V E

THE SHROUD





WHAT THE TESTS REVEAL

T H E  I M A G E  I S  

PRESENT

EVERYWHERE

A N D  C A N  B E                           

VIEWED               
IN 3-D

1st 2nd



V I D EO

3- D IMAGE

THE SHROUD’S





A 3rd REVELATION
THERE IS  A                                                            

DOUBLE IMAGE ON THE                                          

FRONT PART OF THE CLOTH



THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED 

WITH JESUS’ GLORFIED BODY 

THE APOSTLES “…THOUGHT THEY WERE SEEING A GHOST” 
(LUKE 24:37)

THE BODY IS “…BORN NATURAL BUT RAISED SPIRITUAL” 
(1 COR. 15: 44)



WHO ELSE
COULD IT  BE?

The Shroud of Turin has caused                                    
many scientists to believe in the                                 

Resurrection and divinity of Jesus



ANY OTHER REASONS?

TO BELIEVE IN  JESUS’ RESURRECTION?

ARE THERE



YES!

J E S U S ’  T O M B  I S  E M P T Y                                      

A N D  H I S  B O D Y                                                 

H A S  N E V E R  B E E N  F O U N D !

ANY OTHER REASONS?



PROBLEMS WITH THE CLAIM

“THE DISCIPLES STOLE JESUS’ BODY”

1. THEY COULDN’T OVERPOWER ROMAN GUARDS / MOVE STONE

2. GUARDS BOUND ON PAIN OF DEATH TO PROTECT SEAL / BODY

3. JEWISH AND ROMAN LEADERS NEVER FOUND A BODY



WOULD THE JEWISH LEADERS ACCUSE                                              
THE CHRISTIANS OF  STEALING JESUS’  BODY                                      

UNLESS THERE WAS AN EMPTY TOMB?

NO!
T H E  O N LY  R E A S O N A B L E  E X P L A N AT I O N                                                                                  

F O R  T H E  E M P T Y  TO M B  I S  T H AT                                         
J E S U S  R O S E  F R O M  T H E  D E A D



ANY OTHER

EVIDENCE?

ST. PAUL’S  L IST  OF WITNESSES



MANY WITNESSES  WERE                                           

STILL ALIVE

JEWISH BELIEVERS WOULD GAIN 

NOTHING AND LOSE EVERYTHING 

(EVEN SALVATION)  

IF  THEY WERE LYING

ST. PAUL’S LIST OF WITNESSES



EVIDENCE FROM EARLY CHURCH

GROWTH 
OF THE 

CHURCH

CHANGES                             
TO JEWISH                     

BELIEFS

1st 2nd



GROWTH OF THE EARLY CHURCH

MESSIAHS OFTEN APPEARED
OTHER MOVEMENTS ALWAYS DIED 
OUT AFTER THE MESSIAH’S DEATH

CHRISTIANITY WAS THE OPPOSITE
MOVEMENT GREW AND RAPIDLY 
EXPANDED AFTER JESUS’ DEATH



The Gospel 
accounts  of Jesus’ 

miracles

1 2

THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF EVIDENCE

3 4

Written testimony: 
Tacitus, Josephus, Talmud

The Shroud of Turin The Facecloth of Oviedo

The empty tomb

5 6 7 8
The witnesses 

to the Resurrection of Jesus
The growth of the early                     

Church after Jesus’ death
The changes the

early church made to                    
Jewish teachings



Jesus is a 
descendant of 

David 

CHURCH TEACHINGS ON JESUS

He was predicted by the 
prophets 

He worked miracles He was crucified, died, and 
buried for our sins 

He rose in glory He gave His disciples the     
Holy Spirit to   guide His Church 

He is now exalted as God He is Messiah and Lord 

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8



V I D EO

FOR THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS

PROOF





ARE YOU

CONVINCED?

See Handout in Presentation Guide

*Example of activity for students



F O R  A D D I T I O N A L

R E S O U R C E S :

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

F O R  M O R E

B A C K G R O U N D  R E A D :

F O R  I N - D E P T H

S T U D Y  R E A D :

1 2 3
Credible Catholic Little Book #3Articles and Videos on

https://magiscenter.com

Credible Catholic Big Book #3 

More Modules are available at:

https://www.crediblecatholic.com
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Question & Answer

Janell will be hosting Q & A at the end of today’s presentation! 
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout today’s 

presentation.

Whatever questions might be missed due to time, we will provide 
answers via email correspondence.



















Additional Resources – Module 4

For Module 4 – Click here to access videos, PowerPoint presentations (slides from Janell’s 
presentation), etc. for Proof of Jesus’ Resurrection & Divinity. 

Facts About The Shroud of Turin

(Article about the Age, dimensions, blood stains)

A Remarkable Relic of The Resurrection – The Shroud of Turin and New Scientific Evidence -
Video 

(Napa Institute Conference, California, 2017)

Science and The Shroud of Turin – Father Robert J. Spitzer, S.J., PH.D.

https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#ages-12
https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/facts-about-shroud-turin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aXudXRBbro
https://magiscenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Science_and_the_Shroud_of_Turin-1.pdf


Additional Resources – Module 4

Little Book – Click here to access supporting material for Module 4. Click on Module 4 for 
the supporting resource.

Big Book – Click here to access supporting material for Module 4. Click on Module 4 for the 
supporting resource (which includes citations, references, etc.)

Presentation Guides – Click here to access supporting material for teachers. Look for the 
slightly scroll down to find where to access the Presenter’s Guides.

https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#little-book
https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#big-book
https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#ages-12


Additional Resources – Module 5

For Module 5 – Click here to access Why be Catholic? (including Eucharistic Miracles)

Videos, PowerPoint Presentations (slides in Janell’s presentation), student workbook, and presenter 
guides

List of Catholic Clergy Scientists

Contemporary, Scientifically Validated Miracles Associated with  Blessed Mary, Saints, and the Holy 
Eucharist – Fr. Robert J. Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D., 2017

Contemporary Eucharistic Miracles – Fr. Robert J. Spitzer S.J., Ph.D., 2021

The Miracles that Made Pope John Paul II a Canonized Saint, Magis Center, 2017

https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#ages-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Catholic_clergy_scientists
https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/contemporary-scientifically-validated-miracles-associated-with-blessed-mary-saints-and-the-holy-eucharist-2
https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/contemporary-eucharistic-miracles
https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/the-miracle-that-made-pope-john-paul-ii-a-canonized-saint


Question & Answer

Janell will be hosting Q & A at the end of today’s presentation! 
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout today’s 

presentation.

Whatever questions might be missed due to time, we will provide 
answers via email correspondence.



Please email Janell with any follow-up questions!

Janell Whaley
Regional Director – Western U.S.
Email: janell@magiscenter.com

mailto:janell@magiscenter.com


Thank you, Diocese of Honolulu,
for your participation, leadership, and 

dedication to teaching!

~The Magis Center Team


