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7 Essentials — Credible Catholic

Module 4
Proof of Jesus’ Resurrection & Divinity

Module 5
Why be Catholic?

(including Eucharistic Miracles)
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Observations

Science
discounts
Faith

Suffering

[ The PEW Survey from 2016 tells us that 40.2% of millennials and young adults have abandoned their
faith and become “nones”. This will grow to 50% in 9 years if left unabated. There are four challenges
to address this trend toward disbelief among young Catholics. We also know through the CARA
research study that the median age of disaffiliation amongst Catholic Youth is 13 years of age.

No Soul
we are just
atoms

No
Evidence
of Jesus
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Confronting Secularism Today

o . Confronting Secularism
- .} Today

ENLISTING WITNESSES FOR JESUS CHRIST

Fr. Robert J. Spitzer, S.J.,
Ph.D.

Introduction

Secularism is rampant today, and according to John Finnis ("Secularism, Morality, and Politics"),
and has been successful in persuading young people to abandon their belief in a providential God
who calls us to a high moral standard.

John Henry Newman implied long ago that the future of morality is dependent on the strength of
our individual and collective conscience, which in turn, is dependent on the strength of our belief
in God (see Newman Proof of Theism ed. by Boekraad and Tristram). If Newman is correct, then
the confrontation of secularism today will require a two-step process — first, a strengthening of
belief in God and Jesus Christ, and then a concerted effort to restore the weakened ideas of
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Credible Catholic Presentation
Module 4 - Proof of Jesus’ Resurrection & Divinity
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Module 4

Proof of Jesus’
Resurrection & Divinity


https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/
https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/

credible Module 4 Highlights

e Jesus’ Miracles — Part 1
e Jesus’ Miracles — Part 2
e Sources outside the New Testament

*The Shroud of Turin
The Age
The Blood
The Image
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Question & Answer

Janell will be hosting Q & A at the end of today’s presentation!
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout today’s
presentation.

Whatever questions might be missed due to time, we will provide
answers via email correspondence.

R<s
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/ ESSENTIALS—PRESENTATION 4

PROOF OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION

and

DIVINITY

From content by Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph. D.
Adapted by Claude R. LeBlanc, M.A.
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IS THERE A WAY TO
VERIFY
THAT WHAT THE
GOSPELS SAY
ABOUT JESUS
REALLY HAPPENED?
YES! Let’s see
the evidence...



O

EVI

JESUS’ DIVINITY FROM HIS MIRACLES

M ?

DENCE
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ACCOUNTS OF EXORCISM

RAISED FROM THE DEAD
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JESUS’ MIRACLES ARE UNIQUE

® Jesus p grms miracles in His own name by I-ﬁs own authority
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ANCIENT STORIES THE GOSPELS
DE@CRIBE!IVIIR “LES DESCRIBE MIRACLES
& &




EVIDENCE

from
SOURCES OUTSIDE THE NEW TESTAMENT
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SOURCES

TACITUS

Tacitus,
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SOURCES

TACITUS JOSEPHUS TALMUD
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VIDEO

NON-CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE e

THAT JESUS EXISTED

@ Credible Catholic
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WHY DID THESE NON-CHRISTIAN
HISTORIANS WRITE THE THINGS THEY
DID ABOUT JESUS WHEN THEY NEITHER
KNEW HIM NOR BELIEVED IN HIM?
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' THE PERSON
REFERRED TO IN THE BIBLEAS
JESUS OF NAZARETH
WAS A REAL F 42505 O
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EVIDENCE

from
THE SHROUD OF TURIN
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THE SHROUD OF TURIN

af> Credible Catholic

Magis Center 2017



3. SMALL

PUNCTURES 5. SWELLING OF
ON HEAD THE FACE
2. SIDE WOUND

6. BLOOD STREAMS
DOWN BOTH ARMS

1. PIERCING MARKS
ON THE HANDS AND
e

4. MANY LINEAR
GASHES
THROUGHOUT THE
BODY
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JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION
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HOW DID

THE SHROUD
THE IMAGE GET THERE
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QSTHE SHROUD?
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Turkey
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Jerusalem
?

Is there any EVIDENCE to support that the Shroud
was in these places, or even existed, before 13497
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» A 1988 CARBON-1

— >

DATED T SHROUD AT ABOUT 1350 AD,
BUT, LATER ANALYSIS SHOV

SAMPLE WAS FROM A CLO

Credible Catholic
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VIDEO

THE SHROUD CARBON 14 e

DATING ERROR
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58 POLLEN GRAING:

‘ 4 WERE TAKEN FROM‘T__;

45 FROM THE SEAOF GMLEE REGION
FROM ABOUT 2,000 YEARS AGO -

6 FROI\/I ELSEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

3 FROIVI TURKEY
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SHROUD IN V1978~
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BY 2013, 6 OTHER DATING TESTS
REVEALED THE SHROUD'’S
PROBABLE ORIGIN IS ABOUT 33 BC

SO, THE SHROUD IS MOST LIKELY

2,000 YEARS OLD!
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CAN WE FIND OUT THINGS
ABOUT THE SHROUD
OTHER THAN HOW OLD IT 1I5?

BLOOD STAINS ARE
(TYPE AB, MALE DNA)

BLOOD IS THE IMAGE
(DRIED BEFORE IMAGE MADE)




VIDEO

REAL BLOOD e

ON THE SHROUD
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THE SHROUD

originated in the

1st CENTURY AD IN PALESTINE
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HOW WAS THE IMAGE ON THE SHROUD PRODUCED?
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VIDEO

EVIDENCE e

THE IMAGE ON THE SHROUD
WAS NOT PAINTED
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Module 5

Why be Catholic?

(Including Eucharistic Miracles)

QD


https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/

credible Module 4 Highlights

e Jesus’ Miracles — Part 1
e Jesus’ Miracles — Part 2
e Sources outside the New Testament

*The Shroud of Turin
The Age
The Blood
The Image
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WHY BE

From content by Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph. D.
Adapted by Claude R. LeBlanc, M.A. 2> Credible Catholic
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What is a miracle?

C. S. Lewis said God
breaks the laws of nature or
power to things already
occurring in nature

@ Credible Catholic
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HOW DOES THE CHURCH

) APPROVE (
MIRACLKES?
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HOW DOES THE CHURCH

. APPROVE MIRACLES?

]

IT MUST BE VERY LIKELY THAT

SOMETHING MIRACULOUS HAPPENED
(NOT NATURAL CAUSES / DECEPTION)

@ Credible Catholic
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HOW DOES THE CHURCH
~_ _APPROVE MIRACLES?

2

THE PERSONS INVOLVED MUST BE
HONEST, SINCERE, MORAL,

MENTALLY SOUND, AND
OBEDIENT TO CHURCH AUTHORITY

@ Credible Catholic
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HOW DOES THE CHURCH

. APPROVE MIRACLES?

3

THE CONTENT OF ANY MESSAGE OR
VISION MUST BE THEOLOGICALLY AND

MORALLY CORRECT
AND FREE OF OTHER ERRORS

@ Credible Catholic
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HOW DOES THE CHURCH
. APPROVE MIRACLES?

4

THE MIRACLE MUST YIELD POSITIVE
AND CONTINUING SPIRITUAL

RESULTS, SUCH AS PRAYER,
CONVERSION, AND CHARITY

@ Credible Catholic
(©Magis Center 2017



THE INTERCESSION
OF MARY
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REFER ~
TO ANY SPIRITUAL USUALLY REFER

COMMUNICATION v ONLY TO
(including to COMMUNICAITON
B WITH AS
AS PRAYER ; p PRAYER
WHY DO CATHOLICS TO MARY?

To ask her to intercede to het son, Jesus,
just as they wouldask others to do

@ Credible Catholic
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AT THE WEDDING FEAST OF CANA, MARY MADE THE NEED
FOR WINE KNOWN AND JESUS PERFORMED HIS FIRST
MIRACLE EVEN THOUGH HE SAID IT “WASN'T HIS TIME.”

WHY WOULD HE DO ANYTHING DIFFERENT NC)CI\I;\QC’dbl culdle
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. ACHURCHWASBUILTONTHESITE |
~ THE TILMA CAN STILL BE SEEN THERE TODAY |

#» Credible Catholic
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The material
of the tilma
The tilma itself has
not deteriorated
after almost 500 years
(Similar tilmas last
about 15 years)

]



The 1mage
of the virgin

The image of the Virgin
does not appear to have
been painted, and there are
no sketches or brushstrokes
underneath it

It appears to have been
produced all at once

Q’*}C dbl Catholic
o017




Pigments
in the image

The pigments of the image
on the tilma are from
no known natural source,
whether animal,
vegetable or mineral

There were no synthetic
pigments in 1531




The original

4 Image on
the tilma

The original image
on the tilma has not
cracked, flaked or decayed

(The added gold-leaf
has flaked and
deteriorated considerably)

d}t} Credible Catholic
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5 The eyes
of the image

1. The pupils appear to contain
a reflection of Bishop Zumarraga
and other witnesses
2. The images in the pupils have
a triple-refection known as the
Sanson-Purkinje Effect
3. The images in the pupils follow
the curvature of the cornea as
found in a normal human eye
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WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE EVIDENCE
FOR THE AND
ASSOCIATED WITH

LET’S

COULD ANY OF THESE “MODERN MIRACLES” HAVE
BEEN PLANNED BY A FORGER?

- ll...."_._.. - - - ~
@ ©Magis Center 201



THE INTERCESSION
OF THE SAINTS

‘= Credible Catholic
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Assessment Question

Name six pieces of evidence from today’s lesson
that confirm the existence, the Resurrection and
Divinity of Jesus?



credible
Six pieces of evidence

1. The reported behavior of Jesus’ enemies

* They did not deny that Jesus performed miracles, they denied where His
power came from

2. Verifiable details
* 15 Unique healings; 7 Accounts of Exorcism; 3 Raised from the dead

3. Verifiable details
* 15 Unique healings; 7 Accounts of Exorcism; 3 Raised from the dead



credible
Six pieces of evidence - continued

4. How ancient stories describe miracles verses how the Gospels describe miracles.

* The Gospels are a factual account and include unflattering details including
the insults.

5. External Sources — (1) Roman and (2) Jewish Historians
* Tacitus (1%t century); Josephus (93 AD); The Babylonian Talmud (2"9 Century)

6. The Shroud of Turin —

* the wounds and blood stains are made of blood and a type of liquid known to
accumulate inside the lungs during asphyxiation; male DNA AB Blood type and
the same pattern found on the Facecloth of Oviedo; The image of the crucified
man (Jesus) providing strong evidence for the Resurrected Christ, etc.
o\
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Question & Answer

Janell will be hosting Q & A at the end of today’s presentation!
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout today’s
presentation.

Whatever questions might be missed due to time, we will provide
answers via email correspondence.

R<s
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Jesus, The Resurrection, and
The Shroud of Turin

How did the image get there?

QD



THE IMAGE DID NOT COME FROM
A SUDDEN BURN

BUT FROM AN
EXTREMELY INTENSE LIGHT

SUCH AS A BURST OF g
BILLIONS OF WATTS OF ENERGY \I mI
FOR 1/40,000,000,000™ OF A SECOND

&= Credible Catholi
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VIDEO

THE SHROUD Py

IS A PHOTOGRAPHIC NEGATIVE
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WHAT THE TESTS REVEAL
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THE IMAGE IS AND CAN BE

PRESENT . VIEWED
EVERYWHERE =~ ¥ IN 3-D
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VIDEO

THE SHROUD'’S e e

3-D IMAGE

@ Credible Catholic
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A 3@ REVELATION

THERE IS A
DOUBLE IMAGE ON THE
FRONT PART OF THE CLOTH
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HT T

BA . (LUKE24:37)
L BUT RAISED SPIRITUAL”
(1.COR. 15: 44)
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WHO ELSE
COULD IT BE?

The Shroud of Turin has caused
many scientists to believe in the
Resurrection and divinity of Jesus

L™ Credible Catholic
(©Magis Center 2017



ARE THERE

ANY OTHER REASONRS?

TO BELIEVE IN JESUS’ RESURRECTION?

® Credible Catholic
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YES!

JESUS’ TOMB IS EMPTY
AND HIS BODY
HAS NEVER BEEN FOUND!

® Credible Catholic
(©Magis Center 2017



PROBLEMS WITH THE CLAIM
“THE DISCIPLES STOLE JESUS’ BODY™

1. THEY COULDN’T OVERPOWER ROMAN GUARDS / MOVE STONE
2. GUARDS BOUND ON PAIN OF DEATH TO PROTECT SEAL / BODY

3. JEWISH AND ROMAN LEADERS NEVER FOUND A BODY

@ Credible Catholic
(©Magis Center 2017



S
THE ONLY REASONABJ. EXPLANATION » i
" FOR THE EIVlPTYT MB IS THAT §
JESUS ROSE FRO THE DEAD
ﬂg{ﬁa “ 4 . » &> Credible Catholic
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ANY OTHER

EVIDENCE?

— ST. PAUL’S LIST OF WITNESSES

@ Credible Catholic
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EVIDENCE FROM EARLY CHURCH

]_ st Z nd
GROWTH CHANGES

OF THE TO JEWISH
CHURCH BELIEFS

11111111111111



MOVEMENTS ALWAYS DIED

%IAHS OFTEN APREARED
O
lAFTER THE IVIESSIAH\S D TH 4

,M ‘VEMENT GREW. AND R Pi f'
"PANDED AFTER JESUS’ DEATH-




THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF EVIDENCE

1 2 3 4

The Gospel Written testimony: The Shroud of Turin The Facecloth of Oviedo

accounts of Jesus’ .
o Tacitus, Josephus, Talmud

5 6 1 8

The empty tomb The witnesses The growth of the early The changes the

to the Resurrection of Jesus Church after Jesus’ death early church made to
Jewish teachings

{'ﬁ Credible Cathohc
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CHURCH TEACHINGS ON JESUS

1 2 3 4

Jesus is a He was predicted by the He worked miracles He was crucified, died, and
descendant of prophets buried for our sins
David

5 6 1 8

He rose in glory He gave His disciples the He is now exalted as God He is Messiah and Lord
Holy Spirit to guide His Church

&= Credible Catholi
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VIDEO

PROOF e

FOR THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS
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*Example of activity for students

1V
T 1?,
Nag % A

ARE YOU

CONVINCED?

See Handout in Presentation Guide

® Credible Catholic
(©Magis Center 2017



FOR ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES:

Articles and Videos on

https://magiscenter.com

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

FOR MORE
BACKGROUND READ:

Credible Catholic Little Book #3

FOR IN-DEPTH
STUDY READ:

Credible Catholic Big Book #3

More Modules are available at:

https://www.crediblecatholic.com

af> Credible Catholic
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CREDITS

Fr. Robert J. Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D.: Content Developer
Anthony Lemus, Ph.D.: Content Contributor
Claude LeBlanc, M.A.: Writer
Mike Noggle: Presentation Editing and Project Management
Marie Miller and Jimmy Mitchell: Narration
Ethos 3 and Magis Center: Slide Design

A PRODUCTION OF THE MAGIS CENTER —

HTTPS://WWW.MAGISCENTER.COM

v Credible Catholic

Magis Center 2017




credible

Question & Answer

Janell will be hosting Q & A at the end of today’s presentation!
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout today’s
presentation.

Whatever questions might be missed due to time, we will provide
answers via email correspondence.
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Cl‘edlble about v endorsements programs v master teacher program

Solid answers
to honest questions on faith.

Create deep and meaningful
conversation with your students.

| Access free teaching resources |




Today's students are
iInundated by mediq,
peers and more.

We equip you with trustworthy resources and proven best
practices to blend contemporary apologetics into vour online, in-
person, or at-home classrooms.



Developed by

educators
and based on the work
of renowned

intellectual, Fr. Robert J.
Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D.

Access free teaching resources

Be the credible source
in your classroom



Choose a Starting Point

Choose one, or more, of the courses
offered in our Certification program
for educators. Each course is
available for you to take directly
online with your computer. When
vou complete a course yvou will earn
a certificate that can be taken back
to wour parish, school, or diocese for
continuing education hours.

2> See Our Courses

Be the credible source
in your classroom

Member Benefits

Join our community and gain access
to our Most Asked Questions video
series, exclusive teacher forum, Best
Practices video series where fellow
educators share their experiences
using Credible Catholic for religious
education, blog, and experts in the
fields of science, faith, and more.

> Get Started

Gain Confidence

Certified Teachers are the most
qualified and equipped for the
challenges posed intoday's
classrooms. Gaining certification
allows you to focus on being more
confident in your classroom and
whenyou signup for the
certification you get all member
benefts.

2> Master Apologetics



!

in ) h education

Nearl
/1300

N
High School students rated Number of students, globally, Approximately 92 U.S. dioceses are
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Credible Catholic reaffirmed what |
already understood, corrected what |
misunderstood and awakened me to
what has been lost. It's poised to
become the standard by which all
other catechesis will be measur

Sir Randy Pagnotta

HS, Archdiocese of Philadelphia, PA
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Additional Resources — Module 4

For Module 4 — Click here to access videos, PowerPoint presentations (slides from Janell’s
presentation), etc. for Proof of Jesus’ Resurrection & Divinity.

Facts About The Shroud of Turin

(Article about the Age, dimensions, blood stains)

A Remarkable Relic of The Resurrection — The Shroud of Turin and New Scientific Evidence -
Video

(Napa Institute Conference, California, 2017)

Science and The Shroud of Turin — Father Robert J. Spitzer, S.J., PH.D. &

;j‘ ..'


https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#ages-12
https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/facts-about-shroud-turin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aXudXRBbro
https://magiscenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Science_and_the_Shroud_of_Turin-1.pdf
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Additional Resources — Module 4

Little Book — Click here to access supporting material for Module 4. Click on Module 4 for
the supporting resource.

Big Book — Click here to access supporting material for Module 4. Click on Module 4 for the
supporting resource (which includes citations, references, etc.)

Presentation Guides — Click here to access supporting material for teachers. Look for the
slightly scroll down to find where to access the Presenter’s Guides.
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https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#little-book
https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#big-book
https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#ages-12
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Additional Resources — Module 5

For Module 5 — Click here to access Why be Catholic? (including Eucharistic Miracles)

Videos, PowerPoint Presentations (slides in Janell’s presentation), student workbook, and presenter
guides

List of Catholic Clergy Scientists

Contemporary, Scientifically Validated Miracles Associated with Blessed Mary, Saints, and the Holy
Eucharist — Fr. Robert J. Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D., 2017

Contemporary Eucharistic Miracles — Fr. Robert J. Spitzer S.J., Ph.D., 2021

i
The Miracles that Made Pope John Paul Il a Canonized Saint, Magis Center, 2017 ( ?\_.



https://www.crediblecatholic.com/the-7-essential-modules/#ages-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Catholic_clergy_scientists
https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/contemporary-scientifically-validated-miracles-associated-with-blessed-mary-saints-and-the-holy-eucharist-2
https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/contemporary-eucharistic-miracles
https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/the-miracle-that-made-pope-john-paul-ii-a-canonized-saint
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Question & Answer

Janell will be hosting Q & A at the end of today’s presentation!
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout today’s
presentation.

Whatever questions might be missed due to time, we will provide
answers via email correspondence.
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Please email Janell with any follow-up questions!

Janell Whaley
Regional Director — Western U.S.
Email: janell@magiscenter.com
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mailto:janell@magiscenter.com
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Thank you, Diocese of Honolulu,
for your participation, leadership, and
dedication to teaching!

~The Magis Center Team
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