








27th Sunday in Ordinary Time


October 7-8, 2017





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














By: Tyra Lamb


Diocesan Safe Environment 


Commission Member








Living Catholic in the 808:


Victims and Perpetrators are Members of the 


Body of Christ











Job 19:7 Behold, I cry out, “Violence” but I am not answered; I call for help, but there is no justice.





October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Notice that it says “awareness” month.  Our community, our Church, our clergy and parish leaders, we all need to grow to more quickly recognize that there are victims of domestic violence close by - in our circles of influence.  Victims and perpetrators are members of our Church, the Body of Christ!  





The World Health Organization in 2013 reported that 35 percent of women around the globe have experienced sexual or physical abuse. And according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, 25% of our men are or also have been victims.





If you are a victim or a perpetrator, or if you know someone in a situation of domestic violence, please call the 24/7 Domestic Violence Hotline at  1-800-799-SAFE (7233).  Additional information on how you might assist people in this situation can also be found at the diocesan website � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/stopdomesticviolence" �www.catholichawaii.org/stopdomesticviolence� 





Psalm 10:17 O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time


October 14-15, 2017





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














By: Kristina M. DeNeve


Adult Faith Formation Coordinator


Diocese of Honolulu


catholichawaii.org/stopdomesticviolence











Living Catholic in the 808:


God Condemns 


Domestic Violence








Leaving Akamu with his aunt, Evangeline made her way to the hospital to have her jaw wired shut and her face stitched at the emergency room.  By the time she got home almost a day later, her weariness was overwhelming; all she wanted to do was to lie next to her baby.  Two-year old Akamu, still sucking a pacifier, kept touching and softly stroking her severe “ow-wees.”  Even he knew something was wrong.





Absolutely, our faith recognizes that marriage is indissoluble, that “what God has joined together, no human being must separate” Matthew 19:6.  We are called, esp. in today’s throwaway society, to live out the marriage sacrament for our entire lives.  The human communion of a husband and wife in the sacrament of Matrimony “is confirmed, purified and completed by communion in Jesus Christ”  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, CCC 1644).





But, God did not intend for us to be abused! Not sexually, physically, emotionally or spiritually.  The commandments forbid killing and Jesus denounced even having enough anger to want to harm another (Mt. 5: 21-22).





And if someone wants to harm us?  “Love toward oneself remains a fundamental principle of morality.  Therefore it is legitimate to insist on respect for one’s own right to life” (CCC 2264).





Next week’s bulletin will share exactly what Canon Law says about this issue.
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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time


October 21-22, 2017





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














By: Fr. Mark Gantley


Judicial Vicar


Diocese of Honolulu


Catholichawaii.org/stopdomesticviolence








Living Catholic in the 808:


Canon Law and


Domestic Violence








To put it bluntly, canon law recognizes the right of a party to not maintain a common household with one’s spouse in situations of danger. 


 


While canon 1151 says: “Spouses have the duty and right to preserve conjugal living unless a legitimate cause excuses them,” canon 1153 §1 provides an example of such a legitimate cause: “If either of the spouses causes grave mental or physical danger to the other spouse or to the offspring or otherwise renders common life too difficult, that spouse gives the other a legitimate cause for leaving. ...”  





Note that the danger can be to either husband or wife or to children, and that the danger may be physical or some other danger or grave difficulty (e.g., drug use, alcoholism).





The Church in these situations encourages repentance, change of behavior, forgiveness, and reconciliation. That said, as long as danger exists, the innocent spouse has no obligation to resume marital life. Divorce may even be necessary to protect the rights of the innocent party.





The right to separate does not mean that the person has a right to marry someone else.  The parties are presumed to still be married even if they civilly divorce. In this situation, the person may petition for a declaration of marital nullity through the Diocesan Tribunal to determine if the marriage was invalid from the beginning. This would allow a new marriage. Contact your parish to start the process.
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